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months. The south-eastern trade winds are drawn northwards, and,
except along the coast, more especially between Rio de Janeiro and
Buenos Aires, the rainfall is low. On the west coast, the strip
which now receives rain extends almost as far north as La
Serena.
To sum up, the greater part of the Amazon lowlands has a mean
annual rainfall of over 80 inches, and this amount is also
received along part of the north-east coast north of the mouth of
the Amazon. The remainder of that region which, roughly speaking,
lies east of a line drawn from Quito to Buenos Aires, has between
40 and 80 inches, with the exception of the north-east of the
Brazilian highland, where, as already stated, it is much less. To
the south-west' of the line already indicated, precipitation rapidly
decreases and a dry belt stretches across the continent from Peru
to south-east Patagonia. South of Concepcion the rainfall along
the west is heavy, rising in places to over 80 inches.
VEGETATION, The forest vegetation of a great part of South
America is extremely rich and varied, and this is accounted for by
the high temperature of the intertropical region, the abundance
of moisture resulting from large areas having either no dry season
or but a short one, and the fact that many of the rivers overflow
their banks during a considerable part of the year.
The most luxuriant hot and wet equatorial forest covers a
great part of the Andes in Colombia and Venezuela, and stretches
along the north-east coast of the continent to beyond the mouth
of the Amazon ; it extends up that river and its tributaries, and
southward along the eastern slope of the Cordillera for a considerable
distance. Although this forest varies from place to place according
to the amount of moisture which it receives, its general characteristics
remain the same. There is great variety and constant intermixture
of species, and the various trees are bound together by Manas and
covered with epiphytes. Hence the forest is gloomy, and in the
constant struggle for light all plants grow to a great, height. This
type of vegetation is continued, but in a gradually reduced form,
along the south-east coast of Brazil between the tenth and thirtieth
parallels, where, as already mentioned,, there is considerable rain-
fall. Among the more important economic products of the equa-
torial forest are rubber, dyewoods, cabinet woods, medicinal plants,
and fruit trees.